The effects of adrenalectomy on the ontogenesis of brain: noradrenaline and dopamine content.
The effect of adrenalectomy on catecholamine content in the diencephalon and the rest of the brain of male and female rats during the post-natal period was studied. Seven days after adrenalectomy, there is no change in noradrenaline or dopamine content. However, the dopamine levels of both the diencephalon and the rest of the brain decrease with age between days 45 and 60, while noradrenaline content in the diencephalon and the rest of the brain remained unchanged. Thus adrenalectomy significantly affected the developmental pattern of brain dopamine.